Clinical application of peripheral nerve transplantation.
Surgical reconstruction of extensive peripheral nerve injuries frequently exhausts the patient's own source of expendable autogenous nerve grafts. Nerve allografts would offer a limitless supply of graft material. A 23-cm, 10-cable sciatic nerve allograft was performed in an 8-year-old boy in September of 1988. The patient was managed with Cyclosporin A for 2 years. Forty-four months after the transplant surgery and 19 months after the cessation of Cyclosporin A therapy, the patient has evidence of nerve regeneration across the allograft with recovery of functional sensibility in his foot. In the selected patient with an otherwise irreparable nerve injury, consideration can be given to the use of a nerve allograft.